
Olympia Garden 
Club 

Centennial
100 years of friendship and community 

service



1920’s – 1940’s



Jesse Martin Hitt (1852 – 1931)

Mr. Jesse Martin Hitt, was an 
educator and Washington State 
Librarian who became the first 
president of Olympia Flower 

Society (now the Olympia 
Garden Club).

Mr. Hitt loved roses.

1924



1929 – 1949 OGC Presidents

1938 Mrs. Carl (Mabel) Amey
1939 Mrs. Ruth Osborne
1940 Mrs. Elmer (Opal) Rollins
1941 -1942 Mrs. Charles (Edna) Maybury
1943 Mrs. E. C. (Grace) Garrard
1944 Mrs. Joe (Prudence) Wohleb
1945 Mrs. George (Bessie) Brandt
1946 -1947 Mrs. Boyd (Blanche) Andrews
1947 -1949 Mrs. Hazel McInturf

1924 - 1929 Mr. J. M. Hitt
1930 Mrs. ML (Ruth) Mower
1931 Mrs. EE (Edna) Elliot
1932 Mrs. EV (Ethel) White
1933 Mrs. C. (Chris) Nommenson
1934 Mrs. William (Helen) Dietz
1935 Mrs. EV (Ethel) White
1936 Mrs. Cora Knox
1937 Mrs. Guy (Laura) Beckman



Milestones:
• 1938 – OGC joined Washington State Federation of

      Garden Clubs.

• 1939 – Involved in “Little House” project (Girl Scouts).

• 1943 – 1944 Active USO and War Time Committee.

• 1945 – Olympia Flower Society becomes Olympia
      Garden Club.

• “Hitt Trophy” was donated to State Capital
  Historical Association Museum.

• 1947 – Two Term presidency began.

• 1949 –  Contributed $300.00 toward seeds for
              reconstruction of Europe after WWII.



Scrapbook “Pockets” for Monthly Programs



1931 
Membership:

28



“For each meeting all 
members are to gather as 

much information as 
possible on the topic of the 
month.  ‘Diary of a Plain Dirt 

Gardener’ from ‘Better 
Homes and Gardens’ is to be 
read aloud at each meeting.  

Flower display & plant 
exchange at each meeting.”

Excerpt of a Monthly 
Program



1938 Year Book



1943 Year 
Book



1950’s



1950 – 1959 OGC Presidents

1949 - 1951 Mrs. Wallace (Gwen) Hofer
1951 - 1953 Mrs. G. A. (Bernadette) Hong
1953 - 1955 Mrs. Stanley (Alice) Brown
1955 - 1956 Mrs. Joe (Nola) Botts
1956 - 1959 Mrs. Rex (Pearl) Still



Milestones:
• 1950’s – “Merrie Makings” (annual

                 Christmas gatherings) began this
                 decade.

• 1955 –  OGC took responsibility for flower
              shows at the Thurston County
              fairgrounds.

▪ Wreath sale huge success.  
“Treasury swelled in the amount of 
$80.55.”

• 1959 –  Club began providing weekly flower
              arrangements to the city library.

Olympia Garden Club’s Annual Luncheon - 1956

Mrs. Paul Neuffer (right) Arrangements chairman, Mrs. Roy J. 
Hall, Luncheon chairman (left) and Mrs. Joseph Botts, Club 
president.



June 12, 1951 – Garden Club 
Presents Flower Show

“A beautifully appointed tea table was just 
one of the outstanding features of the 

Olympia Garden Club’s successful flower 
show, held last Tuesday and Wednesday, in 

the Olympia Community Center.  

Pouring cup of tea, right, is Mrs. Boyd G. 
Andreus, president of the Washington State 
Federation of Garden Clubs.  At the left is 
Mrs. Joseph Botts, general chairman of the 
flower show and pictured in the center is 
Mrs. Wallace Hofer, president of the Olympia 
Garden Club.”



Guest Speaker
Mr. Fred Cleator, Park 

Forester of State Park and 
Recreation Commission 

on “Conservation”

January, 1953 Edition of The Garden Gate

Sections:
• Inspiration
• Message from the President
• Informal Tea
• Door Prize
• Corsage Classes
• Arrangements for the 

Month
• Novice Class: Arrangements
• Monthly Plant Sale
• Ribbon and Material Sale
• Garden Briefs:  What to do 

in your garden this month.



December, 1952

December, 1957

Annual Christmas Sales

“Holiday wreaths, swags, greenery and corsage-
bouquets will be available at the annual Christmas sale 
of the Olympia Garden Club this Wednesday in both of 
Ralph’s downtown stores.”

“Noel Novelties Theme Set For 
Garden Club Workshop, Sale Here.”



April, 1958 – Arbor Day

March, 1958 - Convention

“Representatives of the 155 garden clubs in the 
Capitol District gathered here last Tuesday for a 
conclave in the Hotel Olympian…  Mrs. Rex Still, 
second from the left, is president of the 
Olympian Garden Club…”

“In observance of Arbor Day Wednesday, members 
of the Olympia Garden club took shovels in hand 
to plant two pink-flowering cherry trees on the 

grounds of the Community Center.”



1960’s



1959 – 1969 OGC Presidents

1959 - 1961 Mrs. Ross (Yvonne) Erwin
1961 - 1962 Mrs. J. C. (Madeline) Bridger
1962 - 1963 Mrs. J. C. (Ernestine) Swanson
1963 - 1964 Mrs. Richard (Ana) Watson
1964 - 1965 Mrs. Jack (Eva) Moody
1965 - 1966 Mrs. Eugene (Mary) Maxwell
1966 - 1967 Mrs. James (Helen) Gray
1967 - 1968 Mrs. Harry (Madelyn) Kaplin
1968 - 1969 Mrs. Paul (Joan) Moody



Milestones:
• 1960’s – Activities included Hat Parades, Secret Pals,

               Corsage workshops, Anti-Litter promotion with
               local school children through poster and essay
               contests.  OGC worked in close association with
               local 4-H Club.

• 1960 – 36th Year Anniversary Luncheon, “Essence of 
      Spring”.

• 1960 – First mention of OGC’s Christmas show being 
      called “Merrie Makings”.

• 1961 – Total profit from “Merrie Makings” was $397.76.

• 1966 – Scholarship awards issued to two students at 
      $75.00 each.



36th Year Anniversary Celebration 
Luncheon

“Essence of Spring”



Olympia Garden Club Presents 
Scholarship Awards - 1966

“Receiving the grants were Miss Julie 
Steinley, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. E. S. 
Steinley, and Miss Rose Mary Moulton, 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Donald A. 
Moulton.

The scholarships were presented by Mrs. 
James Gray, Club President and Mrs. 

Eugene Maxwell, immediate past 
president.”





“4-Her’s Offered Flower Workshop”

“Four-H members enrolled in projects on 
foods, home improvement and home 
grounds will have the opportunity 
Wednesday and Thursday, June 14 and 15, to 
learn how to arrange and condition flowers 
suitable for table decoration.

A workshop on flower arrangements will be 
held in the Community Center from 9:30 in 
the morning until noon each day, with Mrs. 
Ross Erwin directing.  She will be assisted by 
Mrs. Richard Barber.”

June, 1967



Yearbook Covers



December, 1967



“Armed with a plan and good intentions the 
women of Olympia Garden Club are about to 
declare war on litter.

This will be the fifth year that the club has 
waged its anti-litter campaign.

Working with the sixth grade classes in the 
Olympia public schools, with the inclusion of St. 
Michael’s and the Seventh Day Adventist 
Academy, posters and essays do a great deal 
toward making adults and students aware of 
the problem of litter.”

1969“Helping Keep America Beautiful”



1970’s



1969 – 1979 OGC Presidents

1969 - 1970 Mrs. Joe (Kay) Wheat
1970 - 1971 Mrs. H. E. (Mildred) Bukowsky
1971 - 1972 Mrs. R. C. (Faye) Robbins
1972 - 1973 Mrs. M. S. (Patti) James
1973 - 1974 Mrs. Maurice (Delma) Wood
1974 - 1975 Mrs. Ralph (Jean) Knutzen
1975 - 1976 Mrs. Richard (Carol) Ayers
1976 - 1977 Mrs. L. C. (Margaret) Ajax
1977 - 1979 Mrs. Roy (Louise) Adams



Milestones:
• 1970’s – Merrie Makings takes off and OGC expands

               environmental action to recycling
               aluminum cans.

• 1971 – Steve Boedigheimer and Samuel 
             McReynolds each receive $200 academic
             scholarships.

• 1971 – Ed Hume speaks to the Olympia Garden 
           Club.

• 1973 – Washington Memorial Gardens at Priest
             Point Park drawn by Glen Turner and
             Associates.

• 1977 – Priest Point Park Memorial Garden is
             dedicated with the planting of a Dogwood
             tree. Inside 1977 – 1978 Yearbook cover



April, 1971

Olympia Garden Club Scholarship 
winners – Steve Boedighiemer and 
Samuel McReynolds.  Each received 

$200.00.



OGC Members recycling aluminum cans 
1971



December, 1972



Olympia Garden Club 50 Year Anniversary Celebration – May 9, 1974



“Our Legacy Is Beauty” is the theme of Olympia 
Garden Club’s Spring Luncheon.

A highlight of the meeting will be the 
presentation of the Caroline McCaughan Trophy 

for best arrangement…”

May, 1978
May, 1972





• Washington Memorial Gardens project discussion began February, 
1970.

• Full cooperation of City of Olympia officials secured, 1973.
• Landscape design plan completed June 1973 at a cost of $1900.00 by 

David Lofgren, UW student.
• Clearing of site began 1974.
• Paths and sprinklers installed 1975.
• Plantings begin 1977.
• Money spent by Olympia Garden Club to date - $3,841.97.
• Amount earned by Olympia Garden Club was $1,614.97.
• Donations - $2,227.00 (Donors – 123).

Washington Memorial Gardens Project Summary



Memorial 
Park 

before the 
clearing
in 1974.



Bicentennial Flower Show – May 27, 1976



“On Monday, a dogwood tree 
was planted at Priest Point Park 

by members of the Olympia 
Garden Club to symbolize 

dedication of the Washington 
Memorial Garden of the park…
Olympia Garden Club members 

felt that the planting of the 
dogwood as the first permanent 
planting in the memorial garden 
would be especially appropriate 

to commemorate Arbor Day, 
celebrated this year … on 

Wednesday.”

Members in picture:  Bernadette Hong, L. 
Delma Wood and Catherine Beck

April, 1977 – Priest Point Park Memorial Garden Dedication





“Tomorrow at 2 p.m. Arbor 
Day ceremonies in Priest 
Point Park, a nine-year 
dream of the Olympia 

Garden Club will come true 
with the dedication of a 

Memorial Garden.

The area will be maintained 
by the Parks Department 

but memorial plants will be 
purchased by the Garden 
Club from donations given 

to them.”

April, 1979



1980’s



1979 – 1990 OGC Presidents

1979 - 1980 Mrs. John (Lillian) Ishii

1980 - 1982 Mrs. Lewis (Mary) McQuady

1982 - 1984 Mrs. Dorothy Howard

1984 - 1985 Mrs. W. C. (Elsie) Thomson

1985 - 1987 Mrs. John (Marge) Milligan

1987 - 1988 Mrs. Tom (Polly) Adams

1988 - 1990 Mrs. Loren (Edith) Tucker



Milestones:

• 1980’s – Merrie Makings becomes a major
                fundraiser for the Olympia Garden Club.

• May 18th, 1980 – Mount St. Helens erupts. 



“Ash from Mt. St. Helens has brought much greyness to our community.  
But the members of the Olympia Garden Club aren’t letting the ash 
essence get them down.  Just the other day they awarded two $600 
scholarships to students in this area and they’re ready to step up their 
involvement in their Washington Memorial Park Project at Priest Point 
Park…

As I said earlier, in their bright way, the Olympia Garden Club members 
seek to preserve a colorful spot in our park and at the same time lend a 
financial hand to students who opt to study the sort of subjects that 
make for beauty in our gardens and parks.”

Mike Contris – The Daily Olympian, June 10, 1980

“They Nurture A Bright Garden In The Grayness”



“Ikebana is the ancient 
Japanese art of flower 

arranging.  The idea is to 
make cut flowers seem to 

come to life again by the way 
you arrange them.

Ikebana is more than 
arranging flowers,” Mrs. Ishii 
continued, it’s a type of Zen.  

It is a very quieting and 
therapeutic to spend an hour 
or two a week meditating on 
the flowers and closing out 

the world for a while.  It 
comes in handy!  I’ve raised 

five children!”

OGC President (1979 – 1980) - Mrs. John (Lillian) Ishii





“April 9th's Arbor Day celebration by Olympia Garden Club had ten 
hardy souls braving the cold, and they planted a lovely Camino-red 
rhododendron (in bloom), honoring La Von Gonyaw and Georgia 
Schmidt. 

President Marge Milligan gave a little talk while all joined hands in 
remembering these fine members. 

Present were: Emily Kramer, Ory McArthur, Mary Maxwell, Bernadette 
Hong, Orah McDonald, Dora Newman, Mary McQuady, Jean Knutzen, 
Dorothy Howard and Marge Milligan.”

April, 1986 Arbor Day – Excerpt from “The Garden Gate”



1990’s



1988 – 1999 OGC Presidents

1988 - 1990 Mrs. Loren (Edith) Tucker
1990 - 1991 Mrs. Ken  (Ernestine) Hagerty
1991 - 1992 Mrs. R. J. (Doris) White
1992 - 1993 Dr. Mary Leahy
1993 - 1994 Mrs. Loren (Edith) Tucker

Mrs. Joe (Kay) Wheat
Mrs. Roy (Louise) Adams

1994 - 1996 Marion Sowell
1996 - 1998 Irene Anderson
1998 - 1999 Ferne Noggles
1999 - 2001 Wanda VanderWiele



Milestones:

• Expansion of Priest Point Park

• August 2, 1993 - Black Hills District/WSFGC 
                              Blue Star Marker installed in
                              Tumwater.



1992 – 1993 OGC Officers



“City of Olympia Parks 
Department selected this tree 

for Arbor Day planting in 
Memorial Gardens.  Tree not on 

planting list.”

1994 - “Flower beds replanted with roses.  
(Not mentioned on Memorial Gardens Plan).”

Priest Point Park – 1990’s



1994 – More site preparation for Rose
             Garden (within Memorial Garden
             allotted space).











2000’s



2001 – Present OGC Presidents

2001 - 2003 Ethel Petty
2003 - 2005 Cherie Wiseman
2005 - 2007 Helen Tafejian
2007 - 2011 Dorrie Carr
2011 - 2015 JoAnne Sandell
2015 - 2016 (Apr) Gail Martinolich
2016 (May) - 2017 Debbie Spiller
2017 - 2019 Ellen Caywood
2019 - 2021 Vicki Kammerer
2021 – (July) Marlene Lopp
2021 (Aug) - Present Dorrie Carr



Milestones:

• 2001 – Past Presidents’ Teas begin.

• 2006 – April 12 - Dedication of OGC Blue Star Memorial 
             By-Way Marker.

• 2009 – Olympia Garden Club Cookbook issued.

• 2011 – Scholarship committee initiates change from
             individual student scholarships to school grants.

• 2014 – 90th Olympia Garden Club celebration.

• 2014 – Olympic View Elementary School’s Garden Club
      becomes an affiliate of OGC.



Milestones (Con’t)

• 2014 – Don Tapio donated his trees and cuttings to the
                Olympia Garden Club for their annual holiday
                wreath sales.

• 2015 – May   First Secret Garden Tour.

• 2017 – Ellen Caywood (OGC Board member) organizes
                 first Summer Garden Tours of members’   

     gardens.

• 2020 – 2022  COVID Pandemic  

• 2020 – February – Vicki Kammerer (OGC Board
             member) reaches out to the Plum Street Tiny
             Home Village.



Milestones (Con’t)

• 2022 – April 25 – the Olympia City Council 
     unanimously approves the name change 
     from Priest Point Park to Squaxin Park. 

▪ June – OGC begins NexTrex Plastic Recycling
            Challenge.













Past Presidents’ Tea – 2008
KAY WHEAT

(1993 – 1994)

PATTI JAMES
(1972 – 1973)

LOUISE ADAMS
(1993 – 1994)

ELSIE THOMSON
(1984 – 1985)

IRENE ANDERSON
(1996 – 1998)

WANDA VANDERWIELE
(1999 – 2001)

CHERI WISEMAN
(2003 – 2005)

HELEN TAFEJIAN
(2005 – 2007)





YWCA





“In 2014, OGC members voted to donate $500 each year to the Washington 
State Federation of Garden Clubs (WFSGC) scholarship fund with the 
remaining funds going to Thurston County schools. The majority of 
the funds for OGC grants programs come from Merry Makings sales of 
wreaths, centerpieces and Christmas mugs in December.

Student Scholarships Become Schools Grants

Ellen Caywood, Former President, 2017 - 2019

Since 2011, we have provided 80 grants to schools totaling $38,064.”



Arbor Day
April 25, 2014 



“Nifty Needlers”
Preparing for the 

Gay 90’s Celebration!













Retired WSU Extension agent Don Tapio 
tends future Christmas trees on his 

Rochester family farm.

Don Tapio, a retired WSU extension agent, once found himself without 
funds to continue his sophomore year at WSU.  Thanks to a family friend, 
Elwood Walter Kalin Sr., a horticulture professor, Don received a 
scholarship from the Washington Federation of Garden Clubs.  This 
allowed Don to continue his education.

Over the years, his Extension work often brought him in touch with 

gardening clubs and the nascent WSU Master Gardener program.   

However, Don never forgot the help Garden clubs provided him and he 

provides them support as a way of paying back.

Beginning in 2014, Don donated his trees and cuttings to the Olympia 

Garden Club for their annual holiday wreath sales. In the past, sales 

provided nearly $5,000 in grants to elementary, middle, and high school 

gardening programs in Thurston County communities like Olympia, Lacey, 

Tumwater, and Tenino.

The sales also help fund the Washington State Federation of Garden 

Clubs scholarships for students.

Don’s donations have made a huge difference, said Darlene Miller, 

Olympia Garden Club’s grant chairwoman.

“Don is the epitome of ‘paying it forward,’” she said.





First Secret Garden Tour
May 9, 2015

“Self guided tours to discover and 
explore six secret gardens (not 

generally open to the public) in and 
around the Olympia area.

There will be unique quilts, live music, 
and art from local artisans at each of 
these gardens (weather permitting).”

Committee Members:
Bobbie Thomson Schoss
Dorrie Carr
Darlene Miller
Heather Birchman
JoAnne Sandell
Velta George
Mary Beth Riggs
Silke Jesse

6 Private Gardens:
• Arlene Baller
• Helen Tafejian
• Bowen Estate
• Judy Montoure/Dorian Sanchez
• Joyce Hawkins/Ken Ness
• David/Katie Pethia





















Washington State Federation of Garden Clubs
June, 2019 - Olympia

OGC Member Dorrie Carr’s Investiture as 
WSFGC President



2021 – Slow return 
from COVID





2022



Former Presidents’ Tea – March, 2022
Left to Right:

Dorrie Carr
2007 - 2011
2021 (Aug) - Present

Vicki Kammerer
2019 – 2021

Debbie Spiller
2016 (May) - 2017

Louise Adams
1993 - 1994

JoAnne Sandell
2011 - 2015

Helen Tafejian
(2005 – 2007)

Ellen Caywood
2017 - 2019



OGC providing 
planters and plants 
to the Plum Street 
Tiny House Village 

(transitional 
housing location).



2023 NexTREX 
Plastic Recycling 

Project



Bench donated to 
Olympic View 

Elementary School

600 pounds of clean, dry Plastic film,
sorted, weighed and repacked into 

larger, clear plastic bags by OGC 
volunteers

Within 6 months

OGC’s first Bench!



Fun Day Auction  – May, 2023 
at Ellen Caywood’s home

Arbor Day, April, 2023



Washington State Federation of Garden Clubs
June, 2023 - Olympia

OGC Member Suzann Stahl’s Investiture as 
WSFGC President



Centennial Garage 
Sale

July, 2023

Organized by Helen Simmonds



Member Garden Tours – Summer, 2023

Joyce Lobe’s 
Garden



Julia Sweeney’s 
Garden



Horticulture with Tara Keen – September Meeting 



2023 Plum Street 
Christmas Stocking 

Giveaway

OGC handmade stockings and 
“elves” stuffing them!



Stockings 
stuffed &
delivered 
by OGC

members!



100
th 

Anniversary



Centennial Committee:
Chairman:  Debbie Spiller
Members:  Dorrie Carr, Carolyn O’Connor, Ellen Daly, Vicki Kammerer, Carol Tuttle, 
Norma Martin and Jackie McCoy

Olympia Garden Club Historian:  Laura Little

Presentation Author:  Jackie McCoy
Jackie would like to thank JoAnne Sandell and Chris Hill for their invaluable input 
on formatting, language and content, along with Centennial Committee members.
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